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kind, and carrying on a correspondence with the
Devil. I have so much opinion of the power of
common sense in man, as a human creature, and so
much charity for the good meaning of those who
we do not find immediately vile, profligate, and im-
moral, as to think they would not act with Satan
upon that foot.

I have much more reason to think the four eccle-
siastics of Switzerland, in the story of Jetzer, acted
with Satan open-eyed, and open-faced, when they
proposed to the poor foolish creature to renounce
God and Jesus Christ, and so to carry on the fraud
they had begun, with a kind of sanction instead of
an oath of secrecy; and it appeared indeed to be so
at last.

But certainly, as in other cases, abundant paral-
lels might be brought. The Devil, who generally
acts in disguise, has carried those disguises so art-
fully, that I doubt not but many of his false pro-
phets, long before our times, have said, Thus saith
the Lord, with a good grace ; that is, with a real
belief that God had spoken to them, or, as was the
language of the Scripture times, had spoken by
them, when really it was the voice of the Devil> and
of nobody else: and let not our modern enthusi-
astics take this to be said only in favour of them-
selves ; I am not come so far down in the course of
my work, so much as to think of them, no not of
St. Dunstan, St. Francis, or of the more eminent
deceiver St. Ignatius, the greatest enthusiastic of
the last ten centuries: when I come to them we
shall reckon as we meet.

But I am yet talking of the specific difference
between the inspirations of false prophets, the
dreams whispered and suggested by the Devil; and
those, on the other hand, from the contrary appear-
ances of the good Spirit, that is to say, of God him-
self. I am in the first place to intimate, that they